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Tue ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


The annual general meeting is fully reported in 
our present issue. The meeting was not marked by 
a large attendance of members, but those who 
were present had the gratification of listening to 
some remarkably fluent oratory, upon which we do 
not propose to dwell. Perhaps it is owing to the 
childlike simplicity of disposition which was impu- 
ted to us during the debate that we are inclined to 
regard the result of the poll as of much greater 
importance than any of the speeches that followed 
its announcement. We certainly do ask members 
to consider the list of votes, and to compare it with 
that of last year. 

Both this and the previous election were ostensi- 
bly fought upon a test question. This question in 
each case was the same, viz., the proposed Bill. In 
each case the victory remained with the supporters 
of the Bill, but there is one very noticeable differ- 
ence between the two elections. Last year it was 
obvious that very many voters had paid much more 
attention to the personalities of the candidates than 
to the test question at issue. The result was that, 
while the Council justly claimed success at the polls, 
the success of two of their opponents lent a certain 
plausibility to subsequent attempts to minimise the 
victory. The personal factor obscured the issue. 

This year, bowever, the personal factor is much 
less in evidence. Members have voted for or against 
the Bill, and a great many of them have clearly 
voted as they were asked to do, and “ plumped ” for 
one side alone, disregarding all other considerations. 
The result proves that the profession, which ap- 
proved an earlier form of the Bill twelve months 
ago, approves it in its present form to-day —only 
this time the approval is more unmistakable and 
definite. All the supporters of the Bill are success- 
ful, all its opponents have failed ; and the Council 
will proceed with the measure with the assured 
consciousness that their policy is approved by the 
majority of the profession. 

We need not comment upon the speeches at the 
meeting. Great latitude with regard to time was 
allowed to the opposition, and one member at least 
took full advantage of this; but though much strong 


language was used, the proceedings were perfectly 
orderly. There was complete and cordial unani- 
mity at the close, when the opposition warmly con- 
curred in a well-earned vote of thanks to the 
President. 

THe Wrace Memoriat. 


There was an informal interpolation at the annual 
meeting, when Mr. Hunting, on bebalf of the Wragg 
Memorial Committee, asked the Council’s accept- 
ance of a portrait in oils of the late Treasurer of the 
R.C.V.8. The formal acceptance will take place at 
the next Council meeting, but the President voiced 
the feelings of both Council and profession in a few 
words of appreciation of the gift. Mr. Hunting 
used still fewer in making the presentation, but, 
indeed, words were unnecessary, We all know the 
zeal and ability with which Frank Wragg served 
the profession for so many years; we are all glad 
that those years of conscientious industry have re- 
ceived a permanent memorial 


THe R.C.V.S. Drxner. 


The R.C.V.S. dinner was an unqualified success 
in every respect. The one factor which has marred 
the enjoyment of so many former ones—a small 
attendunce—was absent from this one, and nothing 
was wanting that could have increased the pleasure. 
The old function seems to have begun a new lease 
of life, and there is no reason why it should not 
continue to flourish. 

The President struck a serious note when he re- 
ferred to our relations with the Highland and Agri- 
cultural Society. His words, evidently spoken with 
a full sense of responsibility, will be carefully pon- 
dered ; and it cannot be said that they endorse the 
dire prognostications of ruin which we have beard 
from other quarters. A report of the speeches will 
appear next week. 

hat there are still difficulties with the High- 
land and Agricultural Society is clear. It by no 
means follows that they are insurmountable, and 
such general indications of their nature as fell from 
the President justify the hope that they may 
be overcome. We think, then, that the peril a 
universal cataclysm which had been prophesied in 
such awe-inspiring terms earlier in the day was 
somewhat over-estimated. Assuming that any 
grave peril exists, we have confidence in the hand 
at the helm. Probably we shall hear more of the 
matter at the next Council meeting; in the mean- 
time, we should avoid playing into the hands of the 
alarmists. 
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VAGINAL FIBROMA. 


Herewith I send you a photograph taken by Mr- 
C. M. Horsfall, a student at the Aspatria Agricul. 
tural College, of a vaginal tumour which may per- 
haps interest some of the readers of The Record. 

have, during my professional career in an agri- 
cultural district, met with some very interesting ir- 
regularities in the vaginal passage in the cow par- 
ticularly, such as fibrous bands reaching from side to 
side and from top to bottom, also large adhesions 
completely obliterating the passage, polypi of 
various sizes, etc., but I never met with one so 
large as this, which measures 10 inches in length, 
6} inches in diameter at one part, and 18} inches 
in circumference at another, and scaling close on 
eight pounds in Weight. 


The case occurred in the practice of my friend, 
Mr. Harry Barrow, M.R.C.V.S., of Ireby, my 
nearest fellow practitioner, who describes it as 
follows: “ On the 26th April last I was called to 
assist a cow in parturition, and on my arrival was 
told the cow had calved a live calf, but previons to 
the appearance of the calf a large growth (fibroma) 
had been pressed out of the passage and was 
hanging from the vulva by a long neck. On exami- 
nation I found this was attached to the left side of 
the walls of the vagina about midway between the 
os and the vulva. I passed a strong ligature round 
the neck of the tumour, and then cut it off, and 
dressed the parts with a little carbolised oil, the 
membrane came away shortly after. 

here was little or no hemorrhage. The whole 


process did not seem to affect the cow in the least, 
and she went right ahead and did spendidly. The 
subject was a pure bred shorthorn with her third 


calf.” 
H. Toompson, M.R.C.V.S. 
Aspatria. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Conic FRoM INTOXICATION. 


A mare, nineteen years old, was suddenly 
attacked by colicky pains about seven o’clock in the 
evening. She was violent, and passed diarrheaic 
feces. Auscultation of the abdomen revealed con- 
siderable intestinal rumbling. The temperature, 
respirations, mucous membranes, and pulse were 
normal. Among other symptoms shown was that 
of sitting on the haunches like a dog. 

A hypodermic injection of 50 centigrammes 
(nearly 7? grains) of hydrochloride of morphia was 
given, and during the calm which resulted a rectal 
exploration was made with negative results. The 
abdomen was enveloped in a Priessnitz bandage, 
and the animal remained lying quietly throughout 
the night. 

Next morning the pains reappeared, and at the 
same time inflammatory symptoms became evident, 
the temperature being 103-6 F., the pulse 85, and 
the mucous membranes reddened. 

Another injection of morphia was given, and the 
animal also received a litre (1? pint) of castor oil 
and 8 grammes (3jij) of calomel. 

Twelve hours later epileptiform symptoms were 
observed, and persisted for the next twenty-four 
hours. At the end of that time the mare showed a 
little appetite, while the inflammatory symptoms 
gradually subsided. Four days later the animal 
had recovered. 

Gallaudat- Huet, who records the case (Tijdschrift 
voor Veeartsenijkunde) thinks it very probable that 
the mare had been poisoned by toxic plants in the 
pasture. He was not, however, able to ascertain 
to what plant the intoxication should be attributed. 
—Annales de Méd. Vét. 


AcuTE GLANDERS IN Man. 

Bofinger (Deutsche Medizinalzeitung, 1909) re- 
ports the following case which occurred in German 
South-west Africa in 1906. A trooper was suddenly 
attacked by violent pain in the head, abdomen, and 
loins, with loss of appetite and diarrhea. Eight 
days later he was admitted to hospita), being then 
flushed and feverish in aspect, with an internal 
temperature of 1029F. Other symptoms were 
marked coating of the tongue, isolated roseole on 
the breast and abdomen, ileo-cw#cal murmur, and 
slight diarrhoea. There was no swelling of the 
spleen, and the consciousness was unimpaired. 

After eight or ten days, violent pain in the head 
and sensitiveness to pressure over the root of the 
nose set in. The gums were very reddened and 
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swollen, and there was cedematous swelling — ‘om ae who have been immunised against typhoid 
the forebead, especially over the left eye. The left| fever possesses agglutinative properties against the 
upper eyelid could only be moved passively, this| bacilli of that disease for some time. This fact 


causing great pain. The temperature rose to 104 F 
and over. 

On the twenty-third day of the illness (an oval 
painful thickening having previously formed upon 
the left shoulder) swellings of the elbow and wrist, 
and of the left knee also appeared. Singing of the 
ears, and a sensation of deafness, were now present, 
together with increasing pain in all the joints. The 

ulse was greatly accelerated, but strong and regular. 
bovenal actions of the howels took place daily, the 
feces being loose. 

On the twenty-ninth day of the illness some par- 
tially confluent | pon broke out on the left 
temple, the root of the nose, the right side of the 
nose, and the right shoulder. Symptoms of diffuse 
bronchitis were now evident in both lungs, with 
coughing and slimy expectoration. 

Puncture of the wrist, which was greatly swollen, 
reddened and fluctuating, yielded a little sero- 
sanguineous fluid. There was now progressive im- 
pairment of consciousness, and a discharge of thick 
pus from the right nostril. Great acceleration of 
the heart, profuse evening sweating, coma, and 
death followed. 

At the autopsy numerous small nodules, partially 
disintegrated into pus, were found in thelungs. An 
abscess existed between the eyeball and the roof of 
the orbit. The upper part of the right wall of the 
nostril was thickened and infiltrated with viscid pus, 
and its mucous membrane showed ulceration to 
about the size of a bean. The same infiltration of 
the tissues with viscid pus existed in the ulcerous 
regions on the forehead, neck, shoulders and chin. 
Numerous small purulent infiltrations were present 
between the muscles of the shoulder, and also 
between the tendons and insertions of the muscles 
at the elbow and wrist. 

Microscopic examination revealed numerous 
slender bacilli in the pus from the ulcers. Cultural 
and inoculatory experiments proved beyond a doubt 
that these were tbe bacilli of glanders. 

The diagnosis was rendered more difficult by the 
nasal discharge not appearing until late in the course 
of the disease. At the beginning typhoid fever was 
necessarily suspected, especially as that disease was 
prevalent in the vicinity, and the agglutination test, 
when applied to the patient, gave a positive reac- 
tion. Later, when the swellings of the joints ap- 
peared, the diagnosis wavered for a time between 
arthritic rheumatism and sepsis. The constantl 
progressive local phenomena of the nose, forehead, 
and eyelids, the appearance of the characteristic 
pock-like pustules, and the nasal discharge which 
appeared towards the end permitted the diagnosis 
to be made with certainty. 

With regard to the positive result of Widal’s re- 
action, which at first appeared to confirm the diag- 
nosis of typhoid fever, it must be noted that the 
patient a few months previously had twice under- 

one immunising treatment against that disease. 
vestigations of the Institute for Infectious 


certainly detracts very greatly from the value of 
Widal’s reaction in persons who have undergone 
immunisation against typhoid fever, and renders it 
necessary to exercise extreme care when a positive 
reaction is given in doubtful cases.— Berliner Tier. 
Woch. W. R. C. 


Cancer STATISTICS. 


The following statistics ——- by Guerrini in 


1908 may be of interest and usefulness : — 
Canine. Equine. Bovine. 

Carcinoma of — p/e p/e p/c 
Kidneys 40 23-0 50°0 
Mouth 4:0 16:0 
Ovary 2-0 70 
Suprarenal glan 2-0 6°5 — 
Lungs 65 70 125 
Lymphatic glands 12-0 75 12°5 
Thymus 05 
Penis 3-7 
Bladder 0-5 
Liver 145 0°5 
Skin 70 
Udder 30 19-0 — 
Uterus 3-0 125 
Prostate 8-0 
Testicle 5:0 
leura 5:0 
Vagina 2-0 
Pancreas 2-0 
Spieen 2-0 
—La Clin. Vét. F. E. P. 


SOYA BEANS AND COTTON CAKE. 
By Prof. Dovcias A. Grucuetst. 


Trials to test the comparative feeding value of soya 


and decorticated cotton cake have been carried’ out at 


Newton Rigg, the Cumberland and Westmoreland Farm 


School, under the supervision of the manager, Mr. W. T. 


Lawrence. 
Soya cake is produced from soy or soya (soja) beans 


(from which some of the oil is extracted), which are 


now being extensively imported from Manchuria to 
this country. 


Three cows and three heifers after their first calf were 


set apart on February 6th, 1909, for these trials, which 


continued for twelve weeks. They were all at an early 
stage of their lactation period at the commeneement, 
and as the milk naturally declined in quantity as the trials 
progressed it was decided to feed soya cake during the 
first and last three weeks, and decorticated cotton cake 
during the middle six weeks. During the first six 
weeks swedes were used, and during the last six weeks 
mangels. 

Each cow received daily 491b swedes (or 42 1b man- 
gels), 141b hay, and 7lb oat straw, crushed oats, 
and 4]b soya cake (for first and last three weeks). 4]b 
decorticated cotton cake (for middle six weeks). The 
results were as follows :— 


Diseases have proved that the blood serum of 
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Weight of Gallons Per on. 


six cows. of milk 
cwt.qrs. lb. produced. Butter-fat. 
At commencement 63 2 18 


At end of first three 

weeks (soya cake) 68 1 8 315 37 pe. 
At end of middle six 

weeks (dec. cotton cake)63 2 21 527-39 
At end of last three 

weeks (soya cake) 64 2 8 225 4°7 


Errects oF THE CAKES ON Quantity oF MILK 
PRODUCED. 


The total milk yield of six weeks (throughout the first 
and last three weeks), when they were receiving soya 
cake, was 5575 lb., or an average of 22 1-81b. (equal to 
2 1-7 gallons) per cow daily ; while the total milk yield 
of the same cows during the middle six weeks when 
they were receiving decorticated cotton cake was 5438 Ib, 
or an average of 21 3-5 lb. (equal to 2 1-11 gallons) per 
cow daily. So far as milk production, therefore, is 
concerned there was a slight advantage in favour of suya 
cake, but this is so small that it may be considered that 
the two cakes were equal in this respect. ' 


Errects OF THE CAKE ON THE QUANTITY OF MILK 
PRODUCED. 


The milk of the cows that received soya cake con- 
tained 3°7 per cent. fat in the first three weeks and 4°1 
per cent. fat on the last three weeks. This is equal to 
an ave of 3°9 per cent. fat. 

The milk uf the cows that received decorticated cotton 
cake in the middle six weeks contained on the average 3°9 
per cent. fat. Both foods, therefore, have given the same 
results as far as the fat content of the milk is concerned. 


EFFECTS OF THE CAKES ON THE LIVE WEIGHTS OF 
THE Cows. 


The cows lost weight to a slight extent in the early 
weeks of the trial, when they were giving the largest 
amounts of milk, but they gained in weight during the 
last weeks. On the average the cows each lost 6 1-3 lb. 
in — t during the first three weeks, but they gained 
6 5-6 lb. each during the middle six weeks, and 16 1-2 lb. 
during the last three weeks. The net results, therefore, 
are that each cow gained 10 1-6 lb in live weight during 
the six weeks they were receiving soya cake, and 6 5-6lb 
during the six weeks they were receiving decorticated 
cotton cake. The advantage in this respect is, therefore, 
—~ in favour of the soya cake. 

he following analyses have been made by Mr. 
8. H. Collins, M.Sc., Leeturer in Agricultural Chemis- 
try 


Decorticated Soya Soya 
cotton cake. cake. Beans. 

" per cent. per cent. per cent. 
Moisture as 10°89 13°31 10°23 
Oil one 13°18 6°00 15°62 
Albuminoids 39°94 44°37 37°54 
Carbohydrates 24°72 25°04 27°27 
Woody fibre ... 413 3°90 5°02 
Ash ose 7°38 4°32 


Nitrogen 6°39 710 601 
Sand oe none 1°20 none. 


The above table gives the analyses of the decorticated 
cotton cake, and the soya cake used in the trials at 
Newton Rigg. It will be seen that both of these foods 
have a high feeding value indicated by their analyses. 
The decorticated cotton cake is a good sample, as this 
contains on the average only about 9°5 per cent. of oil. 


The soya cake contains about 4°5 per cent. more albu- 
minoids, but about 7 per cent. less oil than the decorti- 
cated cotton cake. The results of the analyses indicate 
that their value when fed to milch cows is about equal. 
The analysis of a sample of soya beans is also given in 
the above table, from which it will be seen that these 
contain 15°62 per cent. of oil before any of this has been 
extracted. From other analyses of soya beans it may 
be assumed that they contain on the average about 18 
per cent. of oi! and about 40 per cent. of albuminoids, 

Soy, soja, Or soya beans have been known in China 
and Japan for a considerable time. Soy (shozu), the 
universal condiment in Japan, is prepared from soy 
beans, mixed in equal quantities with either wheat or 
barley. The British Oil and Cake Mills Ltd., Hull, in- 
form me that about 400,000 tons of these have been sold 
to this country within the past few months for delivery 
till the end of the year, of which 50,000 tons have now 
arrived, and a steady supply is anticipated in the future. 
Three qualities of these are now imported : the Sakura, 
which are aaid to be the best, being shipped from Dalny, 
the Harbin from Vladivostock, and the Hankew from 
Shanghai. 

These beans have been used as a food for milch cows 
and for human consumption in China and Japan for a 
considerable time, and have there a high reputation as a 
feeding stuff. The beans now being imported into this 
country are a light yellow in colour, and are about the 
size of ordinary peas. In the United States, black, green, 
and brow beans are known, as well as the yellow variety 
and there the soy bean is largely used as a hay an 
forage, as well as a seed crop. 

Prof. Henry of Wisconsin, in his book on “ Feeds and 
Feeding,” states that at the Massachusetts Experiment 
Station a comparative test of soya bean meal with cotton 
seed meal terminated in favour of the former for milk 
and butter production. 

Soya or soja meal is being sold in this country, which 
is soya beans from which the greater part of the oil has 
been extracted. This may contain as little as 1°5 per 
cent. of oil, while the albuminoids and other constitu- 
ents are consequently inc m 

Soya cake is now sold in the Newcastle district at 
about £6 15s. to £7a ton. From the results of the 
foregoing trials and their analyses it seems to be a 
moderately priced food when compared with the prices 
of other foods at the present time. 

The expressed oil is used for edible purposes and 
soap making. 

It is probable that further and more complete trials of 
this feeding stuff will be made in the near future. 


CaTTLE Potsontnc By BEAN MEAL. 


Sir,—We thank you for inserting our letter of the 17th 
inst. in your issue of the 20th. 

With regard to your remarks in the footnote thereto 
and your assumption that “Soya beans, or the meal 
made from them, are liable to adulterated by some 
other beans or meal of a highly poisonous nature,” we 
would beg to point out that since their introduction 
into this country Soya beans and the meal made from 
them have been cheaper than any other form of beans or 
bean meal, even those of the poisonous nature, so that 
there cannot have been any inducement to manufac- 
turers of bean meal to adulterate Soya bean meal with 
other kinds of bean meal. We should be glad if you 
would point this out to your readers, so that Soya beans 
shall no longer rest under the stigma of their adultera- 
tion with anything of a deleterious nature. 

With regard to other classes of beans, we may add 
that, owing to the very high price of English beans, it is 
quite possible that the poisonous sorts may be used for 
admixture with these, but no suspicion whatsoever can 


rest upon the Soyas owing to the relatively low pricea 
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which these have been selling, which leaves no oppor- 
tunity for profitable adulteration.—We are, etc., Veterinary Staff of the Transvaal. 
W. A. Temper.ey & Co. 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, The Principal Veterinary Surgeon, C. E. Gray. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 24th May, 1909. The Assistant Principal V.S., J. M. Christy. : 
Headquarters, Pretoria, 
Sir,— Your correspondents, Messrs. Temperley Co.,in | Fifteen Government Veterinary Surgeons distributed 
their letter in your issue of to-day’s date, take excep- | as follows :— 
tion to “ Sanchenbush’s” letter in last week’s paper, but Stationed at 
“ Sauchenbush ” is in the right in asking further infor- | Witwatersrand Johannesburg J. Chalmers. 
mation. I am one of the victims of the cattle-poisoning | Waterberg Potgietersrust G. Ma 
referred to in Midlothian. I bought pure Soya bean | Zoutpansberg Pietersburg J.1L Far 
meal and paid full market price for it, yet twenty-five | Wakkerstroom Volksrust S. I. Johnston 
of my cows died in the greatest agony or had to be de- | Lydenburgh Lydenburg H. M. Webb 
stroyed. It is high time that something were done to | Marico and Lich- 
restore the confidence of stock owners in regard to the| _tenburg Zeerust W. G. Evans 
safety of the feeding stuffs which they have to a Ermelo & Carolina Ermelo J. Donaldson 
—I am, ete., Davip BLAKE. | Barberton Barberton H. X. Turnbull 
Liberton, 20th May, 1909. Heidelberg and 
Standerton Standerton J. P. Dunphy 
Sir,—We are obliged to om for your remarks and for | Krugersdorp Krugersdorp J.G. Bush 
naes known to the public the en poisoning of | Pretoria Pretoria R. S. Garroway 
cattle from some bean meal, but we do not regard the | Middelburg Middelburg F. Lindsay 
letter from Messrs. W. A. Temperly and Co., of New- Rustenburg Rustenburg G. W. 
castle, as serving any purpose in clearing up this matter. | Potchefstroom, Wol- 
We as buyers of cake and meal have been deluged with maransstad, and Potchefstroom T. H. Dale 
in this bean, and Bloemhof (on leave). 
rley are only indignantly repeating what we have | 
an 4 over again. We want any F. Relieving Officer, stationed at Potchef 
opinion from the sellers, it is from the users of this Soya : . 
using the Soya meal and cake in small quantities mix : “agg vere P 
with other cakes and meals with no bad effect, but what Africa Administention for one year. 
we want to hear is from some user of this cake and meal | Swaziland Veterinary Staff : 
who has been using it alone in feeding cattle, and the W. A. Elder, stationed at Mbana. 


effect of same.—I am, etc., SaucHensusn. | —Annual Report Transvaal Dept. of Agrve. 


—North British Agriculturist. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders 


Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases heep| swine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 

Onut-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Out-{| Onut- | Slaugb- 

lbreaks| mals. fbreaks| mals. jb mals, | 2°8®- Other! breaks. 

Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended May 29 | 18 _ 29 | 9 6 81 
1908 23 | 54 4 103 324 
Corresponding week in 1907 24 29 17, 46 1 92 370 
1906 .. } 24 | 26 36 5 25 150 
Total for 22 weeks, 1909 | 622 827 269 1037 448 738 6987 
1m 8 632 «710; 38 | 112 360 1179 625 899 4179 
Corresyonding period in 1907 525 719! 404 955 390 | 1045 5127 
1906 450 678 | 476 892 530 | 27381 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Parasitic Mange. 
June 1, 1909. Outbreaks. 
IRELAND. Weekended May 22] -- |_ 8 60 
1908 .. ee | 2 18 
Corresponding Week in 1907 ee 47 
P 1906 1 4 1 22 
| 

Total for 21 weeks,1909 3 | 3 | 48 269 
iyos . 4 7 19 259 80 1634 
Corresponding period in 1907 .. 1 3 . ee 42 158 56 973 
1906 . 2 2 3 10 4] 140 29 437 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 26, 1909 
Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection, 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


‘The 66th annual general meeting was held at 10 Red 

Lion Square, London, W.C., on Wednesday, June 2nd, 
the President, Sir John M‘Fadyean, being in the chair. 
_ The Sgorerary read the notice convening the meet- 
ing, and announced that letters regretting inability to 
attend had been received from the following members 
of Council; Prof. Dewar, Messrs. McKinna, Mason, and 
Simpson. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

The Prestpent : I will now ask the Secretary to read 
the report of the Scrutineers giving the paces! A of the 
election. 

The Secretary reported the result of the ballot as 
follows : 


Prof. W. O. Williams 931) Mr. J.S. Lloyd 665 
Mr. W. Shipley 921 A. Spreull 630 
W. J. Mulvey 905 A.J. McIntosh 622 
J. McKinna 883 J. Storie 605 
J. Mel. McCall 881 D. M. Storrar 579 
J. H. Carter 859 S. Wiltshire 543 
S. H. Slocock 780 K. Barker 539 
Prof. E.S Shave 771 R. T. Huston 539 


The Presipent: In conformity with the report of 
the Scrutineers which has just been read, I declare the 
following eight gentlemen elected Members of Council : 
—Prof. Williams, Messrs. Shipley, Mulvey, McKinna, 
McI. McCall, Carter, Slocock, and Professor Shave. 

r. Dottar: I think under these circumstances it 
may be permissible for me to address a few words to the 
meeting. I must point out that this election has some- 
thing of a very exceptional character about it, inasmuch 
as, for the first time within my recollection, a most 
serious misrepresentation of facts has taken place during 
the course of the election, which I regret to say the one 
party has not had an adequate opportunity of meeting. 

The Prestpent: Do you propose to challenge the 
election ? 

_Mr. Dottar: I challenge the bona fides of the elec- 
tion. 

The PresipENnt: I shall rule you as, in the mean- 
time, out of order. You will be accorded ample oppor- 
tunity to discuss the election in connection with the 
annual report. I merely ask you to be good enough to 
wait for a few minutes. 

Mr. Mutvey: I have very much pleasure in moving 
a hearty vote of thanks to the Scrutineers for the work 
they have performed on behalf of this Council. 

r. LocKE seconded. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The PrestpEnt : The annual report has been printed 
and circulated to every member of the profession, and I 
shall be glad if someone will move that it be received, 
and discussion can then take place. 

Mr. Fuook moved that the report be received.. The 
motion was duly seconded and carried. 

Mr. Dotiar: Mr. President, [ should like first to 
deal with the subject of the election. I am thankful to 
say that never, at least in my experience, has an election 
been determined by statements of so grossly erroneous 
and improper a character as have been issued in connec- 
tion with this election. It surely says a great deal for 
the weakness of the case which the supporters of the 
Bill have to put before the profession that they should 
have attempted to prejudice the profession by putting 
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forward calumnious statements, which, in another place. 
I have had to characterise in proper terms. I s ould 
not hesitate, were it not for my wish not to introduce 
unseemly characteristics into this debate, to again 
characterise them in proper terms, but I can only ho 
that these persons who have been returned to the 
Council by the circulation of these statements which I 
have previously described as false, will, even so late in 
the day as this, take the step either of proving their 
assertions or of unreservedly withdrawing them. 
claim there is not, and cannot be, the smallest founda- 
tion for the statement to which I have taken objection, 
namely, that the opponents of the Bill, not content 
with opposition to the proposed .new Bill, are now 
demanding that Clause 17 of our present Act—the 
clause which enables the Council to prosecute quacks, 
and which gives the veterinary surgeons the exclusive 
right to sue for fees—should be rescinded. I say that 
that statement is false from beginning to end, that it 
has only been issued in order to prejudice the opposition, 
and that the use of such statements in elections casts not 
only a disgraceful stain on those who have had recourse 
to them, but it brings disgrace on the profession and on 
the cause which those statements are put forward to 
support. Had it not been that the supporters of this 
Bill, and their opponents had felt their case well nigh 
hopeless, I cannot help feeling that they would never 
have had recourse to such desperate measures as this, 
So much, sir, for the election and the results of it. 
Despite all these statements, despite the misrepresenta- 
tion that has taken place, despite the opposition of the 
veterinary press, and of the Examiners, and of the 
Council as a whole, and of the army of representatives 
who have been going through the country | have no 
doubt spreading similar calumnions and untrue state- 
ments, these gentlemen who now find themselves 
returned once more to the Council have not succeeded 
in obtaining any startling majority, nor is there even 
any such unanimity in the profession as would justify 
the supporters of the Bill in proceeding further with it. 
The editor of one of the professional journals has, with 
a childlike simplicity and naiveté which so frequently 
distinguishes him, suggested to us that there would be 
an opportunity for the profession to express its views on 
the report and on the proposed Bill to-day. I need 
scarcely point out to those persons who think, and who 
are not in the habit of receiving their opinions ready 
made and predigested in the editorials of newspapers, 
that this profession consists of some 3,300 men, and that, 
with the exception of the members of the Council, there 
are assembled here to-day some 40 persons. It was pro- 
posed by the opponents of the Bill to ask the Council 
to-day to put in force a proposition which emanated 
from you, sir, some five months ago, namely, that this 
Bill should be printed and circulated amongst the mem- 
bers of the profession and that their opinion should be 
asked on the merits of the Bill or otherwise by the sys- 
tem of asking for their support. I regret to say that it 
is now attempted to be represented by some person or 
rsens—-I do not know how far they represent the col- 
ective intelligence of the veterinary profession—that 
that promise has been, or in some sense will be, redeemed 
by the submission of the Bill to this meeting. I need 
scarcely point out to this meeting, and to the profession, — 
that the Council when seeking authority in the first in- 
stance to proceed with this Bill issued to the profession 
a circular and a postcard. It certainly did not place 


| before the profession the Bill, and it never has since 


placed before the profession the Bill, nor taken its vote 
on it. But it seems to have felt that at least it was its 
duty before proceeding with any measure contemplated 
to ask the profession its opinion, and to give it some 
means of recording that opinion. Hence the circular, 
and hence the postcard on which the votes were to be 


recorded. That occasion unfortunately was unique, and 
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it has never since recurred, but we did hope that when 
the proposititon was made by you, sir, from the Chair 
in Council at the last General Meeting that you, at least 
were prepared to lend you powerful influence to obtain- 
ing a fair and straight vote from the profession on this 
point, uncomplicated by any personal factors such as 
must necessarily come into an election, and certainly 
uncomplicated by any such untruthful and wicked state- 
ments as have been inade during the course of this elec- 
tion, and that the profession would then by their vote 
render it clear whether the promoters of this Bill had 
behind them a majority, a majority which would justify 
them in proceeding with the measure. Up to the pres- 
ent time that proposition has never been put in force, 
and as I have gathered from the Secretary and certain 
small or unobtrusive communications that appear to 
have been made to him that my definition of what you 
said is incorrect, perhaps I may be allowed to read from 
the columns of this extremely valuable journal which 
circulates amongst us, what your words were on that 
occasion : “(The President) Perhaps you might put it 
in this way. Will this meeting give the Committee that 
has now been specially appointed to deal with the Bill 
authority to send out a copy of the Bill including such 
remarks as they may think proper, and to point out the 
alterations that have recently been made in it.” I am 
sorry to say that this proposition of yours was never 
reduced to writing nor submitted to the meeting in the 
usual orderly fashion, but had to be reduced to words 
put into your mouth by one of the supporters and sup- 

lemented by you. Therefore it comes about that at a 

ter period in the meeting we find that the proposal 
was wade clear in the following way. Mr. Simpson said: 
“1 understand your proposition to be, sir, with a view 
to meeting Mr. Rutherford’s views, that the Committee 
appointed to carry out the details in connection with 
the Bill should have power to send out a copy of the Bill 
to every practitioner whose name is on the register and 
that they should also be furnished with the amendments 
that have taken place since they were last in possession 
of the previous Bill.” That was your proposal, sir, as 
defined by Mr. Simpson. You then yourself said 
“That is not all—-accompanied by such other observa- 
tions as they may think tit, including a request for their 
support of the Bill.” That was the proposition made 
from the Chair some five months ago, and | submit it 
has never yet been acted upon. I submit further that 
until that proposition has been acted upon, and until 
the provisions of the Bill have been made-clear to every 
member of the profession, and until every member of the 
profession has had an to record his vote 
aye or no, uncomplicated by passivn or by personal in- 
fluence, or by these misrepresentations which I regret 
to say I have again to allude to, the Council cannot 
claim to have any authority whatever to proceed with 
their Bill. (Hear, hear, and “ Rubbish.) The objections 
to the Bill are manifold. The history of the Bill is a 
dark and not altogether desirable history. (Hear, hear). 
I claim that this Bill is very largely the outcome of 
motives which have never truly been revealed to the 
profession. It is part of the great perennial struggle 
that has been going on throughout the whole of my ex- 
perience of this Council Chamber between the schools 
and the profession, and I claim that if this Bill be passed 
it will not be a Bill which will benetit the profeasion, 
but it will only settle the gyves on our wrists and will 
make the jailer and the holder of the keys the represen- 
tatives of the schools. At first undoubtedly we had 
presented to us very aliuring pictures of the benefits 
which were to accrue to the profession at large from the 
prosecution of these Bills, but where are all those con- 
crete propositions to-day? They have been dropped ; 
they have gone overboard one by one to lighten the 
ship in order that it may survive long enough to reach 
that haven so deeply desired—the haven of a huge 
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added income uncontrolled by the vote of the profession. 
(Hear, hear.) Sir, it was open to the Council, and it 
was open to the promoters, more than a year ago to 
have averted all the opposition that has eccurred to the 
Bill, opposition which I may point out has only yet 
begun. We have not yet come to grips. This election, 
and all the skirmishing that has taken place up to the 
present, has been merely an affair of outposts. The real 
enemy bas yet to be faced—if indeed after the shameful 
and humiliating surrender which the Council has felt 
itself called upon to make, it has the courage yet to face 
the real opposition. I more than doubt it. The Bill is 
nota Bill in the interests of the profession, nor do the 
promoters consider the interests of | the profession, Had 
they done so, if they had that faith in the profession 
which they claim to have, if they had been guided solely 
by that unique regard which they proclaimed urbe et 
orbe, why is it that the profession cannot be trusted 
with a control over its own money? Why is it that the 
promoters are prepared to go to the last extreme rather 
than yield that simple control by the profession over the 
money which it is to subscribe, and which would prac- 
tically have removed the last objection which the op- 
ponents have to make? But they will not. In the 
past they have shown a spirit, which still continues, that 
unless this amount can be wrung from the profession and 
can be removed from all control by the profession, then 
indeed the Bill ceases to possess its chief object. I have 
been a student of veterinary politics for some years, 
and although I[ cannot claim to be a distinguished one 1 
can say this, that I have been as much behind the 
scenes as any man. I have watched the struggle 
between the schools and the profession within the 
charmed circle and from without for many years past, 
and I know how the profession is made the cat’s paw. 
{n my year of office a new school came into existence, 
and at that time I attempted to make the provisions for 
examinations conform with the provisions of our Act of 
Parliament. Our Act of Parliament declares that we 
shall hold examinations in England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, but it gives us the right to hold those examina- 
lt was my wish in 
the interests of economy, and in the interests of the pro- 
fession at large, that one series of examinations should 
be held in London, one series of examinations should 
be held in Edinburgh, and one series cf examinations 
should be held in Dublin, thereby carrying out the 
obligations placed on our shoulders by our Act of Parlia- 
ment and husbanding the resources of the College and 
building up its position. Unfortunately the efforts of 
the wire-pullers were too great, and we are now at this 
very moment squandering the money. When we are sup- 

posed to be in a bankrupt condition and incapable of 
paying our way we still continue to squander | in 

examinations in five centres instead of the three. hat 
was the cause of this? It was merely the jealously and 

the intrigues of the schools, which has brought the 

Council and the profession to a position in which they 

declare themselves bankrupt. Surely the first step 

towards retrieving that condition of bankruptcy should 

be for the schools to agree to limit their requirements to 

the claims fhey can fairly make under our Act of Par- 

liament. But no. They refuse, they always have re- 

fused, and they always will refuse. Then again we are 

told a great deal about the steps that were to be taken 

against quacks, against illegal peostion, and against 

advertising. Yet some of the schools are the greatest 

advertisers and the worst offenders against this very 

system which they denounce. I myself in the profess- 

ional journals within the last two months have publish- 

ed an instance which has never been challenged, and 

which is only an instance—not an isolated one but an 

instance of what has been to our knowledge going on for 

many years, and which I have no reason to doubt 


on at the present day, and yet in this proposed Bill 
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which we are asked to accept, and which it is proposed 
should be into law with the greatest possible 
speed, this Clause is inserted, namely, that anything 
which would be an offence under the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act if committed by an individual shall be an 
offence if committed by a Company. That is inserted as 
is clearly proved by the preamble, which says : “ Whereas 
the profession of veterinary surgeons is not protected 
from unqualified persons practising as such under the 
cover of registration under the Joint Stock Com- 
panies Acts.” So that it is perfectly clear that the protec- 
tion which the profession is to have is to be a protection 
against Joint Stock Companies and not a protection 
against chartered bodies it legally exceeding their powers, 
or practising powers which they should certainly be 
restrained from ever having or ever exercising. And 
yet when I brought the subject up some two or three 
months ago, the Council absolutely refused to so amend 
the clause that it would have applied not only to private 
companies and joint stock companies but would have 
applied to any y of men however constituted and 
however offending against the profession. It is not a 
pleasant task for me to have to bring before you a con- 
crete example of this description, but I feel it my duty 
todoso. Iam endeavouring to protect the profession, 
and I have no regard either for corporate ies or for 
individuals when it is a question of doing my duty to 
the profession. I put that forward as shewing that 
when the interests of these great corporate bodies, the 
schools, are in question, how impossible it is for the pro- 
fession to obtain protection against them, and how little 
regard the promoters have for the real interests of the 
profession. There are many other points in connection 
with this Bill which I could point out, and which I 
should like to do, but the time for it has passed, and I 
am afraid I have maemo occupied too great a portion of 
the time at the disposal of this meeting. I do not on 
this occasion propose to move an amendment to this 
Report ; I let that go by default. I point out that the 
only recourse which is open to the prom»ters of this 
BIll, if they wish to have behind them the unity and 
support of the profession, and to be able to say fairly 
and ey that they are going forward and executing 
the will of the profession, is to put in force the proposi- 
tion which you five months ago from that Chair put to 
the Council, namely, to circulate the Bill as it now exists 
among the members of the profession, and to send with 
it a card on which votes can be recorded for or against 
the Bill, and to permit a sufficient discussion before the 
vote is taken, in order to ensure that all sides of the 
question shall be put before the profession. For me to 
adopt the suggestion of my friend who conducts this 
eminent veterinary journal and to take the vote here 
to-day on the assumption that it would settle anything 
either one way or the other, is to be guilty of a simplicity 
I hope I have not yet fallen into. Therefore I limit 
myself to these remarks. I hope that they have not 
fallen on sterile ground. I hope those members who 
have been returned by the representations which [ have 
already sufficiently os, will enjoy their period 
of office, their honourable position—won by representa- 
tions of this description—so long as their consciences 
will allow. I credit then: with the possession of con- 
sciences. The great question before the meeting to-day 
is the question of the attitude of the profession towards 
the Bill, your own proposition, the appeal of the pro- 
fession as a whole; and behind all that stands the ques- 
tion of the agricultural bodies in this country. If, as I 
said not long ago, the promoters, in spite of all the 
warnings they have had, in spite of their having had to 
drop one by one practically every valuable feature in 
this Bill, persist in pursuing their course with the idea 
that they will save their own personal esteem, and that 
they will persevere, despite all the lessons to the con- 


trary, and all the dangers that they see before them 
then there is more than a probability that they will 
overwhelm not only themselves but the profession as a 
whole in one universal cataclysm that to all intents and 
purposes will remove the protection which has done so 
much to build up this profession, and to which it owes 
its very existence. 

Mr. Huntine : I rise chiefly to correct a little erro- 
neous statement made by our very good friend. He 
turned round and looked straight at me when he referred 
to the conductor of The Veterinary Record. I beg to 
say I am not the conductor of The Veterinary Record, 
and I have not written a line in it for three months. 

Mr. Dotiak: I am very pleased to hear it. You have 
risen greatly in my esteem and admiration. 

Mr. Huntine: I[ wish I could return the compliment. 
(Hear, hear). The speech we have listened to from Mr. 
Dollar is certainly one of extreme eloquence—dangerous 
eloquence. It is apparently three speeches rolled into one 
and the peroration finished in the second partof it. Then 
the gentleman got mixed. If there is one dangerous thing 
in this world, it is an earnest man misdirected and mis- 
led, and he is unfortunately in the position of mislead- 
ing others. I have no doubt whatever that Mr. Dollar 
has succeeded with his circulars (to which he did not 
refer) in misleading a good many more than the Council 
misled by their circulars. You remember at the end 
of that second paragraph, where he !owered his voice and 
made a sort of cryptic remark in which he referred to the 
dark and mysterious ways of the Council. I made a 
note of a few of the pleasant things he said. “ Un- 
truthful and wicked statements ”—that applies to the 
man who does not agree with him—the man on the other 
side. Then with regard to the election: “Gross 
erroneous and improper.” Then he used the term weak. 
umnious.” Now, the whole of these adjectives only 
mean this—that the other side does not agree with Mr. 
Dollar. It is very curious that when he has gota notion 
of his own, which he has worked up God knows how, 
everybody who differs with him must either be a rogue 
ora fool. Really after the reference to the veterinary 
profession this time, half of his remarks were absolutely 
uncalled for. Here in this very room, before any man 
gave a vote, he had the whole Bill laid out for him. He 
knew what he was voting for exactly, and what was the 
result? That the 800 voters—where are they !—did not 
come up to the mark, and on the other hand, with regard 
to the wretched Council who do everything wrong and 
who are trying to scheme with the schools with some 
horrible motive which is too dark for Mr. Dollar to tell 
us about exactly—the retiring members get in, returned 
at the top of the poll. Now, you know, you can call a 
man a fool, but you cannot call a whole profession that. 
You may say some of us do not know what we are talk- 
ing about, but the whole majority of the veterinary pro- 
fession this time have told us distinctly that they ap- 
prove of the work of the Council and do not approve 
of the other side (Applause). It is a little curious this 
controversial notion—that because you do not 
with everybody they must be fools. It does not follow. 

Mr. Dottar: The statement— (Order, order). It is 
either true or untrue (Order, order ). 

Mr. Huntinc : In conclusian I want to make just one 
observation. I want to appeal, not to Mr. Dollar, be- 
cause that would be useless, but to the whole profession 
and ask them whether it is not time that we stop 
calling the Council fools and rogues ? (Hear, hear.) e 
elect them —so of them, every year. We can turn 
them out when we like. We know them all personally, 
and yet Mr. Dollar would have us believe that these 
men are going out of their way to damage the profession 
for some selfish and mysterious interests of their own. 
Upen my word, I think if we would cultivate a little 
esprit de corps and give other people credit for some 
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honest and good intentions, which we think we possess 
ourselves, there would be a good deal more union in our 
profession. (Applause). 

Mr. Goocu : I should like to speak on behalf of those 
who come from the agricultural districts of this country. 
I will state it here that nothing has made so great a dis- 
turbance between the client and the veterinary surgeon 
as the contradictions and the untruths which have been 
circulated in the lay press. 1 cannot say who has intro- 
duced it to the lay press, but 1 have been privileged to 
attend one or two agricultural societies and unions, and 
I can say that, during the thirty years I have been in the 
profession, nothing has been calculated to cause such 
a disturbance between client and veterinary surgeon. 
We have to realise that, at any rate in the agricultural 
districts nine-tenths of the income of the veterinary sur- 
geon is from the farmer. That does not apply to veteri- 
nary surgeons who are in large manufacturing districts, 
or in large centres of population, but we, who live in 
the agricultural districts, have to study the farmer and 
he has to study us. We have to work amicably to- 

ther, and I am sorry to say that the untruths which 
— been circulated in the lay press and different agri- 
cultural papers have done more to create a disturbance 
between the client and the veterinary surgeon than any- 
thing else 1 can remember. [ rose really to enquire 
whether it was in order for this Bill to be introdn in 
the annual report. I believe it is distinctly stated in 
the bye-laws that the meeting is to be called on the first 
Wednesday in June, to discuss and pass the annual 
report and balance. I should like to know whether the 
introduction of the Bill is quite in order. 

The PrEsIDENT: Yes, it is quite in order ; it is in the 


report. 

Mr. Goocu : Then, again, up to this year we have had 
in the balance sheet the corresponding figures of the 
previous year, so that we could compare one with the 
other. That principle has not been adopted this year 
and I should like to see it re-introduced. I would also 
like to know why there cannot be a definite sum set 
opert forthe auditors. It states in the report that the 

ouncil may, from time to time, determine the amount. 
I think it would be tar preferable to have a detinite 
amount set aside for the auditors. 

Mr. Dyer: I am glad to hear Mr. Hunting’s remarks 
and I should be very pleased to see the profession in 
better union. ButI must say that I have always looked 
upon Mr. Hunting as an extremely honest man, and 
where facts are facts they must be refuted or not refuted. 
I have no doubt that some of you gentlemen will differ 
from all the statements that Mr. Dollar has made. For 
the time being I believe in them absolutely. I should 
like to draw attention to the proposed amended Bill on 
the report, the last paragraph. It says, “The draft has 
been further amended by the omission of the whole of 
Clause 4, this step having been taken in consequence of 
threatened opposition by several Agricultural Societies.” 
I should be glad to know what Clause 4 was. That in- 
formation would have been afforded me if a proper draft 
of the Bill had been sent to the profession at large. Re- 
ferring to the Bill I see it says, “ Whereas it is desirable 
that persons registered as Existing Practitioners shall 
be entitled to style themselves Veterinary Surgeons.” I 
never heard of a more monstrous proposition in my 
life. Here these men, through the bungling of the Act 
of 1881, have been allowed more or less to annoy us, 
sometimes by calling themselves veterinary surgeons. 
They have put the College to an enormous legal expense. 
Twenty-seven or twenty-eight years have ela now 
since they first came on the Register, and there are now 
no more than two or three hundred left, and now for- 
sooth you want to put them on a level with me. (“ No.”) 
Yes. The public do not know the difference between 
veterinary surgeons aod the members of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons. These men can come and 


stick a brass plate six feet high next door to me and 
put on “ Veterinary Surgeon.” They are not called upon 
to pay any fees for doing so, and yet they are put on the 
same level, in the eyes of the public, as myself and other 
members of the profession. I say it is a scandalous 
neg You do not even ask them to pay a guinea 
for registration. Then you f° on to say, “* Whereas it 
is desirable to provide further funds for the examina- 
tion, prosecution,” and so on. Well, gentlemen, if it is 
necessary to provide further funds, I think if the Coun- 
cil would appeal to the profession at any time, stating 
in a manly and straightforward way what they wanted 
those funds for, I am my certain the money would 
be forthcoming. We have had many instances recently 
of very benevolent acts of members having given to a 
teaching school and hospital beds and so on. Of course 
they will be immortalised on brass plates, and no doubt 
that will be very satisfactory. But do you mean to tell 
me if such gentlemen as those were appealed to, being 
told that the Council wanted funds in order to enable it 
to carry out its duties, that those gentlemen would not 
respond? It would be an insult to think otherwise. I 
see you have dropped the grosser immorality of inserting 
a Penal Clause on those unfortunate wretches who can- 
not pay the guinea. There are many such. I should 
say that 25 per cent. of our profession are in a state of 
semi-starvation. But youstill retain in this Bill the power 
or wish to retain the power—to recover this guinea. I 
say the whole thing is immoral. You have given these 
men, years and years ago, the right to practise, and now 
you wish to rob them of it. It is a violation of all 
sanctity of contract—absolutely. And how do you 
reconcile these two acts? As I said before you are 
endeavouring to take away a man’s living which ou 
have given him, by striking him off the Rolls. How 
does that compare with the crime of a certain gentle- 
man who suffered eight months imprisonment and whom 
ou wish to restore again as a Member of the R.C.V.S. 
ow do you reconcile those two acts? You would not 
scruple to cast a man adrift because he cannot pay a 
guinea a year, but you did not hesitate—or you do hesi- 
tate rather—before you restore a man to the Rolls when 
he is absolutely a criminal and has suffered eight 
months imprisonment. I do not think that is very con- 
sistent. Mr. Dollar has put the case very clearly before 
the profession. I am very sorry that the election has 
gone against us to-day, but I think the Council will 
have a very bad time if they do not withdraw their Bill 
altogether. They are evidently eer to the Royal 
Agricultural Society and se to get them to support 
it. Ido not think they will. I think they will have 
nothing but from the Royal Agricultural 
Society when they bring this Bill before Parliament. 
The PREsIDENT: I would suggest you alter what you 


have said Mr. Dyer. It was evidently a slip. The 
any opposi- 


Royai Agricultural Society has not offe 
tion to the Bill in any way. 
Mr. Dyer: I understand that several times in Parlia- 
ment they have— 
The PrREsIDENT: That is the misunderstanding. I 
thought it was as well to point it out to you. 
= Dotiar: May I point out as this is a question 
of fat— 
ome PRESIDENT: I am not appealing to you Mr. 
r. 
Mr. Doar: On a point of fact—(Order, order). 
The PrestpeNT: Anything may be raised on a point 
of tact, but I am quite content to allow the point to 
a. “i do not insist at all on Mr. Dyer correcting 
imself. 


Mr. Dyer: I cannot allow you to let it pass. I 
_ that the Highland and Agricultural Seciety— 
r. Mutvey: That is not the Royal Agricultural 
Society. (A voice : You do not know one from the other). 
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Mr. Dyer: I must admit I made a mistake. I said 
the Royal Agricultural Society. 

The Presipent : I am quite content; 1 felt sure it 
was a misunderstanding. 

Mr. Dyer: I meant the Highland and Agricultnral 
Society. You admit— 

The Presipent: I merely thought it would 
go out to the public that the Royal Agricultura 
was op to our Bill. 

Mr. Dyer: I made a mistake. I meant to say the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland. was 
going to say that I should be very much gratified if a 
clause were introduced into this new Bill making it un- 
lawful jor members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Snrgeons to employ unqualified assistauts (Hear, hear). 
The veterinary profession is in very low water just now 
as a whole, particularly in London. Veterinary surgeons 
in the towns never were in such a low state. Many old 
practitioners have found that motor traction has terribly 
interfered with their earnings. That is a fact, and [ 
think that this employment of qualified assistants would 
very much add to our vaunted morality. I think we 
should show to the public that we only have qualified 
assistants. It would bea means of employing a good 
many veterinary surgeons who are unemployed at the 
present time. 

Mr. Fioox : | came here hoping to get some infor- 
mation. Mr. Dollar has spoken about concrete advan- 
tages, and I wanted to hear the concrete advantages of 
the Bill as it stands at present with the alterations 
which have been made. Mr. Dollar spoke of his long 

litical career. I have found great difffeulty in follow- 
ing the politics. I must say that although sometimes 
Mr. Dollar has made himself very clear in some of the 
things he has put forward, yet his strong language has 
seemed—well, there seems to be too much animus. But 
I came here hoping to get information as to the concrete 
advantages of this Bill. What I think the profession 
would like to see would be the prosecution of quacks so 
that registered practitioners might benefit. I should 
like to know if it would be possible, for the benefit of 
those —_ who cannot waste their time in wading 
through the politics of the profession, to put in simple 
language the benefits to be derived from this Bill. Then 
a good deal has been said about the lay Press and who 
introduced the matter to the lay press. I consider that 
the lay press, or the agricultural papers, take in—-I know 
they do—some of our veterinary papers, and they can 
get the information from them. But has it been intro- 
duced in any other way? I should like to know. [ 
did not vote on this occasion because I really could not 
understand the matter one way or the other, because the 
difficulty of wading through the politics is more than I 
have patience for. I believe there are other members of 
the profession who are also a little bit dark about this 
new Bill. Mr. Dollar has put a very strong case on his 
side, and I would now like to hear something from the 
other side. 

Mr. HurnDALL: It was not my intention to impose 
myself upon you, but, as has frequently been the case, 
Mr. Hunting has given me cause for doing so. He seems 
to have a very tender place in his heart for the feelings 
of the Council. I would like to ask Mr. Hunting, and 
shall do so privately—because, although we hold differ- 
ent views in this room, we are very good friends outside 
—supposing anybody made a statement which he con- 
sidered was absolutely untrue, would he consider it at 
all unkind to say so? I know I certainly have received 
a circular signed, [ believe by the eight gentlemen who 
have been returned to-day, in which there certainly 
were statements that I can characterise as nothing else 
than misleading, and that is a very moderate term, 
about them. If the statements have been in anywise 
calculated to further the success which they have at- 
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tained at the poll, I can only say this, that the consti- 
tuency has .been somewhat misled, because I take it if 
it had been known that these statements were not true 
probably there would not have been so many votes 
given to them. Mr. Hunting also threw some doubt 
upon the fact with regard to the 880 members, and he 
asked where they were. Goodness knows. If he wants 
to know whether they really do exist, if he will come to 
my office I can show him that they do exist. They 
have not voted. Why they have not voted I do not 
know. (“Ah!”) Mr. Dollar just reminds me that it is 
in all probability because of the wiles which were 
abepnel: in tbat particular circular which I have just re- 
ferred to. I congratulate Mr. Hunting upon one thing. 
He says he has not written anything in 7he Veterinary 
Reccrd for three months. I always thought there was 
a good deal of his style of writing in 7'he Record up till 
a recent date, but if he says not we must accept his 
word. I merely want to point out to him and to those 
gentlemen who may, by his remarks, infer that the 880 
gentlemen do not exist--of whom he asks “ where are 
they ”—that they do exist, and probably if this Bill is 
pushed forward you gentlemen will have an opportunity 
of knowing that they do exist. I tell you very candidly, 
unless I alter my opinion very materially, if this Bill is 
put forward and becomes law, I absolutely decline to 
pay anything compulsorily. If you come to me and say 
“We want some money” I should be very pleased to 
accede to your request, and should do my best to accede 
to it, but if eee Oak you are going to drive me, you 
will find you are mistaken. I never did stand being 
compelled to do things, and never shall. 

Mr. Roserts : I should like to congratulate the Coun- 
cil and the profession on the acquisition of a strength 
which has been made to the Council and which we are 
assembled here to-day partly to celebrate. I am very 
glad indeed to think we have returned all the members 
who support this Bill. As Mr. Hunting said, we do all 
believe in our Council as being a Council of straight- 
forward, honest men ; and the men who have been re- 
turned to-day have been returned at the behest of the 

ofession. These matters are put before the profession 
rom year to year, and I will venture to say there are 
very few members in the profession who do not know 
clearly in their own minds what is going on from year 
to year, and they elect men to carry out those things 
which are before the profession. Iam quite snre that 
there are very few who do not know, and have not known 
for a long time past, what has been in the Bills that 
have been altered and amended, amended to meet the 
requirements of those who were in opposition to certain 
matters. But withal we have a great number of oppo- 
nents. Now what is the thing that they come to oppose ? 
They would not oppose the Bill if everything was given 
to them. It is when a guinea is asked from them that 
they object. To put down such things as quackery, and 
to put onr profession in a much stronger position financ- 
ially and morally, and to put down immoraiity, are things 
which we all wish—even the opponents to the Bill, and 
rt they object to pay a guinea a year. Another thing 

should like to ask is: Who are the men who declaim 
as being against advertising? They are the very men 
who send round, when they are in the Chair of the Col- 
lege, circulars to your own customers, wishing them a 
happy new year, and that kind of thing (Laughter) with 
the hope of drawing, no doubt, some of those customers 
from you. That is a thing which I should like te have 
seen treated very harshly by the Council at the time it 
was done. I think it was a very atrocious thing. Yet, 
these are the men who declaim against advertising, for- 
sooth! A member of the Stock Exchange handed me 
one of these things and said: “ Who isthis man? He 
would have been struck off the Rolls of the Stock Ex- 
change at once if he had done it here.” If there is such 
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a thing as an Advertising Committee I think they should 
have dealt io a disciplinary manner with such a person. 
I think it is scandalous and shameful. 

There is another thing I should like to say. I have 
heard several questions asked to-day by gentlemen, and 
I would ask, What would they substitute in the place of 
this Bill for the betterment of the profession (Hear, 
hear). We have lots of image breakers amongst us. 
I hear a great deal about elevators outside the Council. 
We want men who will do everything in their power to 
elevate the profession and not to pull it down. The 
action taken »gainst the Council is not for the elevation 
of the profession, it is for the pulling down, and I have 
a good impression that those men who are taking action 
against the Council are doing it for their own benefit 
and not for the benefit of the profession (Hear, hear, and 
No.) I wish most hearty success to the Bill and to those 
who promote it (Applause). 

Mr. Corsy : May I be allowed to ask a question? On 

9 it savs, “This Section shall not apply to mem- 
Cone of the Royal College of Veteriniry Surgeons who 
do not practise in the United Kingdom.” I want to 
know whether that applies to persons like myself who 
have retired from the profession or to those who are 
practising in foreign countries. 

The PrestpEnT: I believe it applies to both. 

A MemBer: Whether this Bill passes or whether it 
does not, it does not make two straws difference to me 
because I do not practise and do not intend to in the 
future unless [ am compelled by necessity. I should 
like to retain my right to do se, however, but, as I 
understand, this precious Bill will deprive me of that 
right. I wish to bear ont the remarks of the gentleman 
on my left as to the feeling which has been stirred up 
among the agricultural community, and I should like to 
tell the profession that it would be well to lie low and 
let this Bill be forgotten by the general public. It has 
aroused very strong opposition from the Highland and 
Agricultural Society, and I think it would be well to 
drop the whole thing and lie low and let the profession 
regain its footing a bit. You probably do not realise— 
and if you do you choose to ignore the fact—that there 
is very strong opposition to this Bill in the country, and 
it will be well for the profession to realise that and not 
press on with undue haste. I have been a member of 
the profession fora good many years and for the life and 
soul of me I cannot conceive that the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has help me a 
blessed bit. They might have done so, but I have never 
been able to realise it—perhaps it is my want of sense. 
Personally, I think I have tried in my humble way to 
uphold the dignity of the veterinary profession. I can- 
not bring any charge against myself for not doing so ; 
but I cannot realise that the Council has ever helped me 
a blessed bit. Leaving out the remaiks made by Mr. 
Dollar I must say that I am disposed to agree with his 
ideas. I especially object to the fact that these unquali- 
fied men who are on the Register as existing practi- 
tioners are not called upon to contribute this guinea. 
May Iask, has the profession ever been appealed to, 
to contribute towards the funds? Ever since I have been 
a member of this profession I have never had a voting 
paper sent to me until this year. To the best of my re- 
cdibaias no appeal has ever been made to me to con- 
tribute towards the expenses of the profession. I am 
not rich, but if you are going to say to me “Stand and 
deliver a guinea, and if you do not you will be strack 
off the Register” I shall object. May [repeat my sug- 
gestion that the Council should drop this precious Bill 
altogether and avoid the opposition to it which is all 
over the country. 

Mr. GressweELL: In this proposed Bill I think the 
insertion of a few other matters would be of great ad- 


vantage to the profession. For instance, everyone mak-" 


ing a complaint against a fellow practitioner, or anyone, 
should deposit a certain, say £2. That £2 would assist 
the College in the matter of expenses which “ be 
incurred over that case. Another matter I should like 
to refer to is this. Ithas been stated that there should 
be another diploma granted. I say that the qualified 
veterinary surgeon is competent to inspect dairies and 
competent to inspect milk. He knows post-mortems, 
He has everything at his fingers ends, and he can sa 
whether an animal has had disease or not ; and I thin 
instead of a man having to appear to study for that, he 
should be granted a certificate that he is a qualified man 
for that purpose. During the time I was at College 
there were two sessions, now there are four. It is very 
hard on a man if, having passed the four examinations, 
he is called up again to pass another. Again, I think 
another matter which might be introduced into the Bill 
is with regard to the exemption on juries. For several 
years past wein Peterborough have claimed we are medi- 
cal men, and if so then we are exempt. I think it should 
be elicited by the Council whether we are medical 
men or not 

Mr. Triccer: Mr. Lloyd George says not. 

Mr. GrEsSWELL: There are many men who class them- 
selves as doctors—such as doctors of divinity or music. 
It is just the same with a medical man. A medical man 
is a man who works for the prevention and cure of 
disease. It does not say whether he shall cure disease 
in man orin animals. [ hope this question of exemption 
on juries will be threshed out. 

Mr. Dyer: I must take exception to one or two 
remarks— 

The Prestpent : No. 

Mr. Dyer: A gentlemen said that we opposed this 
Bill for our own profit. 

The Prestpent: No doubt, Mr. Dyer, there were 
many who felt inclined to take exception to things 
you said. I suggest, if the discussion is finished that 
somebody should move the adoption of the report. I do 
not in the least desire to suggest the discussion should 
now stop, but if it is felt that there is nothing more to 
be said, somebody will perhaps move the adoption of 
the report. 

Mr. Garnett: I beg to propose the adoption ef the 
report. I do not think anything need be said. The 
matter has been thoroughly threshed ont. If Mr. 
Hurndall desires there is a great opportunity for him to 
include the R.C.V.S. in his subscription list at the 
present time. I have much pleasure in moving the 
adoption of the report. 

r. Roperts: [ will second it. 

The Prestpent: If no other member desires to say 
anything I would like, before putting the motion, 
“That the Report be adopted” to say briefly that I sup- 
pose the purpose of this Annual General Meeting has 
been properly fulfilled. I take it that the purpose was 
to afford the members of the profession, especially those 
who are not Members of Council, to come here and state 
freely their opinion on the questions that are of interest 
to the profession. I look at it, naturally, from the point 
of view of a member of the Council, and I can only say 
for myself I have listened carefully to the views that 
were put forward from the one side and the other, and 
that I shall, as a Member of Council, give these views 
my best consideration at the Council, and I think I may 
say the same of all my fellow members (Hear, hear). 

The motion for the adoption of the Report was then 
put and carried. 

The PresipenT: Strictly speaking, that finishes the 
business of the Annual General Meeting, but [ will call 
upon Mr. Hunting, who is here as the representative of 
of the Wragg Memorial Committee, to say a few words. 

Mr. Huntinc: In the absence of the Chairman of 
our Committee I have been asked to beg the Council of 
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the R.C.V.S. to accept a portrait of the late Mr. Frank 
Wragg, (Mr. Hunting unveiled the portrait). Lam not 
gang trouble you with any speech. e all knew 

rank Wragg. He worked graciously and well for the 
Body Corporate for years. He was a friend of many of 
our Societies and he was a friend of everybody that 
knew him (Hear, hear). 

The PrestpENT : Gentlemen, I am not quite sure what 
would be the strictly correct procedure with regard to 
the acceptance of the portrait ot our late lamented friend. 
It looks to me possible that the portrait will have to be 
presented to and accepted by the Council. But how- 
ever that may be, [ feel not an atom of hesitation in 
saying in advance on behalf of the Council that they 
accept from the members of the Committee this por- 
ool of their esteemed friend with gratitude. (Hear, 

ear). 

Mr. TricceEr : I beg to propose a very hearty vote of 
thanks to the President for the able and impartial 
manner in which he has conducted the business of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Dotiar: Perhaps as one of those persons who 
has somewhat unduly trespassed on the time of the 
President and of the meeting, I may be permitted to 
cordially associate myself with the proposition. 

Mr. Dyer: I should like to support it. Although 
the President and I may have been diametcically 
opposed to our views, we have had nothing but courtesy 
from him. He speaks very fairly. I only hope he will 
tell the Council all he has heard to-day and that they 
will act upon it somewhat in our favour. 

The PREsIDENT : I am much obliged to you, gentle- 
men, especially to those who have suggested I should 
receive a vote of thanks. To Mr. Dyer I would only 
say I do not know on what grounds he suggests that he 
and I are diametrically opposed, because on this occasion 
at any rate I have had distinctly the advantage of hear- 
ing the views of a good many “thers, and owing to the 
exigencies of time have been able to say nothing myself. 
I am very grateful for the vote of thanks, and I am 
very pleased the meeting has passed off in such an 
orderly fashion. 


A Veterinary Hospital. 
T» the Editor of The Liverpool Post and Mercury. 


Sir,—Some few weeks ago I had the temerity to make 
an ap to the citizens of Liverpool for assistance in 
founding a hospital for the horses and donkeys used by 
the poor of Liverpool in the pursuit of their humble 
occupations. I read a few days later with much pleasure 
a letter by “L’Anier,” in which the writer expressed his 
complete sympathy with my purpose, and offered his 
pecuniary support, if only in a humble way. I should 
be very glad if that writer would arrange to call on me 
some day soon and discuss the matter face to face. 

It will gratify your readers to learn that a day or two 
after the appearance of my letter in the Press a lady 
wrote to me and offered £300 in support of my scheme, 
of which she said she most heartily approved, adding 
that she had often wished to see a hospital for animals 
established in Liverpool, but had never been able to 
give effect to her wishes and aspirations. Shortly after 
this I had the honour of calling on the lady, and we 
talked the matter over very fully. Asa result the lady 
has increased her offered contribution to £500, so that 
there is now a fair prospect of the establishment of the 
hospital and a consequent hope that the sad stories of 
cruelty to animals may cease and the sufferings of the 
poor may be mitigated. I treat these results as likely 
to be attained concurrently, and I do this deliberately, 
basing my belief and its assertion on long and painful 
experience. 


> experience teaches me that what is often called 
cruelty to animals is, in many instances, the mere 
operation of hunger and wretchedness. A poor hawker 
makes, let us say, three shillings of profit in a day ; if he 
pays half-a-crown to a surgeon for treating his pony or 
donkey he has only sixpence left for food for the 
“ missus and the kids”—a totally inadequate sum—and 
so, impelled by mere elemental needs, he drives the 
wretched animal on. It is better, he says, that the dumb 
animal should die than that children should suffer hun- 
ger. Is he wrong? Would not we do the same thing in 
the same circumstances? Let us not, then, act the part 
of the Pharisee or the hypocrite. 

I am sure that the veterinary surgeons of Liverpool 
will 4 00mg my efforts to establish a hospital for poor 
men’s ts of burden. The strain upon them at pre- 
sent—estimable and self.denying men though they are— 
must be very great. They ought not to be asked to 
undertake a responsibility which is really a public 
burden, and not one fur the individual. On the other 
hand, they must and shall be protected from misuse of 
the hospital by men who are able to pay fees. 

You will see, sir, that this is only a preliminary letter. 
Even £500 will come to an end some day, and, inde 
cannot last very long. I am going to make an ap 
shortly to the wealthy and charitable inhabitants of 
Liverpool and district through your columns. Will you 
ask them to keep their purses wide open ?— Yours etc., 

W. Owen WILLiaMs. 
Professor of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. 
The University, Liverpool, 
May 15, 1909. 


Census of Horses.—War Office to Register 
120,000 Animals. 


Mr. Haldane, the Minister of War, has now practi- 
cally completed his scheme for taking a census of all the 
horses of the country which are in any way fit for Army 
purposes. He officially announced hisintention yester- 
7 in the House in replying to Capt. Faber. 

he method will be as follows :—There are 2,000,000 
horses in the country, of which, say, one-half are un- 
suitable, and, to be on the safe side, 500,000 more can 
be left out of the reckoning. There remain 500,000, of 
which some 43,000 are on the War Office register, 
about 17,000 or 18,000 being actual possessions, and the 
remainder registered by means of the 5s. annual fee. As 
the complete horse equipment of the Expeditionary 
Force and the Territorial Army needs 156,000 animals, 
it will be necessary to find and record about 113,000 
more. 

Test censnses conducted by the police have already 
been made in several counties—both English, such as 
Devon, and Scottish, such as Lanarkshire—with entire 
success, and now the investigation is to be extended. 
Schedules will be issued to the various police authorities, 
who will be required to fill them in categorically, from 
where they tind horses answering any of the specified 
Army requirements. 

It will be compulsory for the police to return this in- 
formation, but not obligatory on the owner to supply 
it, although no difficulty is expected in this t. 
When these forms come in and are collated, they will be 
examined again from the military standpoint by the 
Yeomanry officers, until there are on the list some 
113,000 to 120,000 specially suitable animals ; more- 
a it will be the duty of the police to keep the lists up 
to date. 

These records will then be placed at the disposal of 
the general officers commanding, who will work out with 
still greater detail the allocation of the animals, so that 
on the outbreak of war involving large scale mobilisation 
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it will be ible to ut once take them over. This, in- 
deed, will be done, and payment will be made after- 


Its investigations hitherto have convinced the War 
Office that there is a good supply of animals for its 
immediate needs, and the latest returns show that the 
Yeomanry is rapidly becoming better mounted, while 
more troopers own their own horses. The question of 
the reserve of horses has, of course, still to be faced.— 
The Standard. 


To the Editor of The North British Agriculturist. 
Cattle Poisoning by Bean Meal. 


Sir,—Referring to the letter from your correspondent 
“Sauchenbush,” in your issue of the 13th inst., as your 
correspondent’s communication is calculated to be very 
——- = trust you will permit us to reply to it. 

It may be quite true that there are, as he says, quot- 
ing from a statement of Mr. J. Hunter, of the Lin- 
lithgow County Council, a large quantity of beans being 
imported of a highly poisonous nature and made into 
bean meal, but it is entirely untrue to say that the beans 
in question, are, as he appears to infer, the Soya beans. 
‘The Soya bean has been used for centuries in the Far 
East both for cattle and human food, and shipments of 
it which have arrived in this oe recently, have 
been thoroughly examined and tested by expert botan- 
ists and chemists of the highest standing, and have 
been pronounced suitable for cattle food, and to be free 
from anything of a deleterious nature. As a matter of 
fact, Soya beans constitute one of the best, if not the 
best, cattle food ever imported into the country. 

“Sauchenbush” is no doubt thinking of the other 
descriptions of beans which are well-known to contain 
poison, and it is to be regretted that he should have 
rushed into print without being advised on the subject, 
as his communication may have the effect of deterring 
some cattle-feeders from using Soya beans, which in 
various forms are now being used extensively through- 
out the country with excellent results, and are proving 
a real boon to agriculture.—I am, etc. 

7 W. A. TempEr.ey & Co., 

2 St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

17th May. 


[ We quite agree ‘with our correspondents that the 
Soya beans, if pure, are “suitable for cattle food, and 
free from anything of a deleterious nature.” But these 
beans—or at least the bean meal made from them—are 
liable to be adulterated with some of those other beans 
or bean meal “ of a highly poisonous nature.” In fact, 
bean meal generally is particularly liable to be adulter- 
ated with these poisonous beans. The extraordina 
case of cow- apm | in the Edinburgh district to whic 
we referred last week, has furnished a striking proof of 
a terribly real danger in this way.—Eb. J. BAL 


Slaughtered Cow—Claim against Chelmsford 
Corporation. 

At Chelmsford, on Friday, Percy Jackson, farmer, 
Ramsden Bellhouse, applied for compensation under 
Section of the Public Health Act, 1875. 

r. W solicitor, Chelmsford, was for the plaintiff, 
and Mr. Wm. Smith (Town Clerk) represented the 

ion. 

r. Ward stated that on February 19th last, Mr. 
Jackson sent a cow to the Chelmsford market to be sold 
by auction in the ordinary way. This cow was seized 
by the officers of the Corporation, taken before a Justice, 
and ordered to be destroyed, on the ground that it was 
unsound and unfit for the food of man. Subsequently 
Mr. Jackson was summoned by the Corporation, the 
summons alleging that he was guilty of an offence under 


Section 117 of the Public Health Act, 1875 ing 
for sale an animal which was unsound and unfit for 
food, and that it was intended for the food of man. The 
summons was heard on March 5th, the Court found 
that it was not proved that the animal was intended for 
human food, and that Mr. Jackson was not guilty under 
the section, and the summons was dismissed 

A legal discussion ensued as to whether the Court had 
the power to settle the question of liability, as well as 
act as arbitrators. 

Eventually after retiring to consult in private the 
Chairman (Sir Carne Rasch) announced that the Court 
would not take the point into consideration, as it was 
doubtful whether they had the power to fix liability. 

The Court then went into the question of the damages 
sustained by Mr. Jackson. He stated that he claimed 
£18 lls. 2d., which included £15 15s. 2d., tor counsel’s 
and solicitor’s fees.—Cross-examined, witness admitted 
that the cow was not fit for food. 

Mr. Smith pointed out that when the Justices gave 
their decision, although they dismissed the case against 
Mr. Jackson, they expr their willingness to state a 
case, if desired, and they considered the P in 
were rightly brought by the Town Council. If an appli- 
cation had been made for costs at the time the case was 
dismissed, he (Mr. Smith) felt that costs would not have 
been awarded. 

After retiring, the Chairman stated that the majority 
of the Court were in favour of awarding £15 com- 
pensation.— Hast Anglian Daily Times. 


Charge of Cruelty to Cows at Leeds—Dismissed 


At the Leeds City Police Court, on eae May 
19th, before the Stipendiary Magistrate (Mr. C. M. At- 
mg Albert Walker, farmer, of Throstle Nest Farm, 

New Wortley, was summoned for cruelty to four cows, 
the offence alleged against him being that he had not 
given the animals sufficient food. Mr. A. Masser prose- 
cuted on behalf of the R.S P.C.A., and the defendant 
was represented by Mr. A. Willey. 

Mr. Masser said the case appeared to be one of system- 
atic starving. The cows were found in a deplorably 
emaciated condition in a field some 10 or 11 acres, 
which belonged to the defendant. There appeared to 
be little or no food to sustain the animals, and on May 
Ist Inspector Wilding, of the R.S.P.C.A., visited the 
defendant, and told him some other food ought to be 
got for them. Two of the animals were milk cows, and 
were giving only a gallon and a half a day between 
them, whereas had they been in a reasonably good con- 
dition they should have yielded two gallons a day each. 

Inspector Walding said that when he visited the 
meadow he found the cows in an emaciated condition. 
They appeared to be mee | skin and bone, and the 
defendant said they were healthy, but only “a bit poor.” 
The field was short of , and bare in places. The 
cows were bellowing. In the cowshed there was not the 
slightest particle of any bedding to be seen, nor was 
there the slightest trace of food. Witness said to the 
“T find you have not given these cows any 
food, and I still find you have none on the premises. 
The latter replied, “No, I have not, and I don’t intend 
to.” Witness said, “I shall report the matter,” and the 
defendant said, “ You can do as you like,” and slammed 
the door in the inspector’s face. . 

Cross-examined by Mr. Willey, the witness said he 
considered the cows were suffering from starvation to 
an extent that they were being caused pain and 
suffering. 

Mr. Dixon, veterinary inspector for the Leeds Cor- 
poration, said he saw the animals on a 5th. The 
animals struck him as being very poor. He did not 
think the meadow provided good pasturage, and he came 
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to the conclusion that the animals were poor because 
were not getting sufficient to eat. 

-examined by Mr. Willey, witness said he could 
not go so far as to say that the cows were emaciated, and 
a collection of skin and bone, although one of the cows 
was the thinnest he had ever seen. 

Mr. Willey submitted that there was no case to 
answer. The defendant was a man of unblemished 

, and in order to get away from town life, he 
had taken the small farm of Throstle Nest. He kept 
the animals in question, and did the farm work himeelf. 
It was admitted that the beasts were in poor condition, 
but that was no uncommon thing at this time of the 
year, when the crops had been bad. The cows 
were fed on turnips and hay in the winter, and were 
turned out to graze in the spring. 

Mr. F. Somers, veterinary surgeon, spoke to havin 
visited the defendant’s farm. One of the cows he foun 
to be in a very poor condition, and the others were 
moderate. There was an absence of any indication of 
prolonged starvation. There appeared to be plenty of 


pasturage. 

The Stipendiary here intimated that he would like to 
i t the farm in the company of one gentleman from 
each side, and the court was thereupon adjourned for 
this 
After the lunch interval, the Stipendiary Magistrate 
intimated that he had visited the farm and seen: the 
cows concerned in the charge. He had to say whether 
or no the evidence showed that the defendant had been 

ilty of cruelty, criminal cruelty, by wantonly or reck- 

ly withholding food from the animals, thereby caus- 

ing them physical suffering. After reviewing the whole 
of the evidence, he came to the conclusion that on the 
whole the case fell short of the criminal charge. which 
had been brought against the defendant. 

The summons would, therefore. be dismissed.— The 
Yorkshire Evening Post. 


Cruelty Case at East Grinstead—Dismissed. 


At the East Grinstead Bench, before Mr. H. Rams- 
botham and another Magistrate, Norman Gilford,a veter- 
inary surgeon, of East Grinstead, was summoned for ill- 
treating a bay gelding by causing it to be worked while 
in an unfit state at East Grinstead, on the 12th May. 
Mr. 8. G. Polbill appeared for the R.S.P.C.A., who 


prosecuted. 

Ins Maver, of the R.S.P.C.A., stated that he 
saw animal being led into the market at East Grins- 
tead by a boy on the date named. It was aged and un- 
shod. The walls of the hoofs were broken, and the 
horse was in prin. It was lame in both fore feet. He 
saw the defendant, who stated that he knew the horse 
was lame, and had sent it to the market thinking some 
of the dealers would buy it. The horse was sold subject 
to it being destroyed, and it was destroyed. 

Mr. Foster Walder, veterinary surgeon spoke to exam- 
ining the horse. He said the animal had diseased fore 
feet, and on the near front leg it had a diseased knee. 
The h: rse was not in a fit state to travel on the road. 

eo: It was hardly in a fit state to be ina 


ln answer to further questions, witness said he was of 

inion the horse had had laminitis. The affection of 

> knee was of old standing. 

By the Clerk : On a road the horse wonld feel 
greater pain. 

By the defendant : The bony enlargement of the knee 
was, in witness’s opinion, caused by some injury. A 

knee always caused pain. 
Mr. J. Dier, M.R.C.V.8., said he examined the horse, 


and found the sensitive ions of the hoof ex ; 
It was painful to the aniseal to walk it on the road. The 


knee would cause a lameness. He said the horse was 
unfit to travel. 

The defendant, on oath, said he bought the horse 
about nine months ago, and it had been turned out ever 
since. It was suffering from an affection of the knee, 
and he came to the conclusion that the horse would 
never be cured and thonght it ought to be killed. He 
got Mr. Dowding, on whose land the horse was turned, 
to have the animal sent to market. The distance from 
Mr. Dowding’s farm to the market was abont 200 yards. 
He had seen the horse in the field, but he did not con- 
sider it a matter of cruelty to have the horse taken to 
the market. 

Mr. Herbert Dowdin 
about his farm very well. 
and jumped three fences to get with them. 
to market. 

The Bench were of opinion that this was certainly a 
case for inquiry, but, taking into consideration that there 
was manifestly no intention of cruelty, the Magistrates 
decided that the case should be dismissed.—Sussex 
Daily News. 


said the animal could get 
It was turned with colts, 
He sent it 


Alleged Slander at Tewkesbury. 


James Henry Burnett, of Inkberrow, sued Alexander 
Gouday Elder, of Tewkesbury, for damages for alleged 
slander. Plaintiff and defendant are veterinary sur- 
geons. Mr. Milward (instructed by Messrs. Scott and 
Holyoake, Bromsgrove} was for plaintiff, and Mr. J. 
Cranstoun (instructed by Messrs. Brookes and Badham, 
Tewkesbury) was for defendant. The Hon. R. Coven- 
try held a watching brief for interested parties. 

Counsel for plaintiff said Burnett and defendant were 
formerly in business together at Tewkesbury and Upton. 
Burnett became veterinary surgeon for that district 
under the County Council. This and other matters 
caused disagreements and Burnett deemed it advisable 
to leave. He therefore went to Inkberrow. On Octo- 
ber 5, 1908, defendant went to Inkberrow- on his motor 
cycle and there gave utterance to the slander complained 
of toa Mrs. Purcell and her son, who were friends of 
Burnett. 

Edward Ernest Purcell, a jockey, said his father had 
a large stud farm at Inkberrow, and had 200 entire 
horses. Defendant called on October 5, and referred to 
Burnett as “ nothing but a —— scamp, rogue and thief,” 
and added that “if he (plaintiff) was not careful he 
would be locked up.” In consequence of defendant’s 
statements he, on behalf of his father, could not employ 

laintiff at the stud. He wanted plaintiff's character to 
cleared first. Afternards Mr. Elder apologised to 
him for the rude remarks he made about Mr. Burnett. 

Witness, in answer to counsel, said that the engage- 
ment of plaintiff to look after the stud horses would 
have been a great. “ plum.” 

Witness, in examination, denied that he had been 
warned «ff the turf. 

Mrs. Purcell gave evidence to the effect that the words 
of Elder prevented plaintlff’s employment at the stud. 
Mr. Elder went so far as to say that Burnett had com- 
mitted a crime worse than murder, and also stated that 
he would have him locked up in a few days, if not with- 
in afew hours. Witness said it was a shame to talk 
about a medical man like that. 

Harry Bentham, a farmer’s pupil, said he heard de- 
fendant apologise to Mr. Purcell for what he had said 
about Burnett. 

Plaintiff said he was in the employ of Elder at a salary 
of £2 15s. a week with house rent free, but things get- 
ting unpleasant he left him and started a practice on his 
own. Through defendant’s statements to the Purcells 
= ee failed to secure the veterinary control of their 
stud. 
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In cross-examination, plaintiff admitted that he left 
('pton in debt, but that was not the reason for his leav- 
ing the town. He was gradually paying his debts off. 

The Judge said plaintiff's private affairs had nothing 
to do with the case. 

Defendant denied making the alleged slanderous 
statements, and said that the sole reason why he went 
to Parcells was because he heard Burnett was there and 
he wanted to see him about the County Council inspec- 
torship which was a very important matter. Plaintiff 
left without any notice, and there was much difficulty 
about the inspector of animalsat Upton market on that 
account. Plaintiff held the appointment as his assistant 
and he (defendant) received the salary, but when Bur- 
nett left it was necessary to get him to send in his 
resignation. That was the object of his (defendant’s) 
journey to Purcell’s house. They all parted on friendly 
terms after adjourning to a public house. He totally 
denied apolegising for saying things about Burnett. 

In cross-examination, defende»t admitted that if his 
denials were true four witnesses must have been mis 
taken. He admitted threatening to issue a warrant 
against Burnett in respect of some small sums of money 
collected by him. 

The jury found that the words complained of were 
not used and found for the defendant.—7he Worcester- 
shire Advertiser. 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 


Dear Sir, 
Will — kindly permit me through the medium of 
your valuable journal to express my sincere thanks to 


the 859 Fellows and Members who so kindly recorded 
their vote in my favonr at the recent election of the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
It will be my earnest endeavour in the future, as it 
has been in the past, to carry out the important trust 
reposed in me to the utmost of my ability, and I hope 
to the satisfaction of the majority of the profession. 
The result of the election generally must be highl 
gratifying to all loyal members of the profession— 
remain, dear sir, yours faithfully, 
JoserH H. Carrer. 


Burnley, June 2. 


Personal 


Mr. J. D. Wurtreneap, D.V.S.M. (Vict.) Veterinary 
{nspector for the County Borough of Salford, has just 
been highly successful in obtaining his “ Fellowship” 
degree of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
The examination was held in London on 15th ult., and 
Mr. Whitehead had the proud distinction of heading 
the list in order of merit. Mr. Whitehead, who was ap- 
pointed to his present position in Salford in succession 
to Mr. H. Simpson, F.R.C.V.S., about seven months ago, 
has received the congratulations of a large circle of 
friends and admirers in both Salford and Manchester. 
Mr. Whitehead served under the Manchester Authori- 
ties at the Water Street Abattoirs for about twelve 
months prior to obtaining his present appointment. 
~-Meat Trades’ Journal. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 1. 


TerriroriaL Force. UNatracnep List. 


William Knight Barron to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated 16th 
April, 1908. ~ 


Charles Edwin Neill to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated 11th 


February, 1909. 
James:McArthur to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated 4th May, 


1909. 


OBITUARY. 


Francis WiLL1AM Ernest Evans, Stratford-on-Avon. 

Graduated, Lond: Dec. 1891, 

Mr. Evans died on May 2ist at Appleton Maed, Old 

Stratford Within, from ulcerative endocarditis with 
cerebral embolism. His age was 44 years. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


MANGE. 


Sir, 

Mr. Webb has certainly given the profession food for re- 
flection respecting the diagnosis of'mange and eczema, but 
as one who can claim to have had a fair amount of ex- 
perience with mange, I should like to respectfully point out 
to him that inability to find the mange insect is not 
positive that his cases were not cases of mange. 

The disease with which I am most familiar is known as 
London mange, and may I add that a mistaken diagnosis 
on my part led to the disease spreading rapidly among a 
stud of farm horses this year. The farm I dare say he 
knows, Sewald’s Hall, Harlow. The London horse pur- 
chased only showed it under the collar and tail. Like he, 
I made a mistake in searching for the parasite. The pin-like 
places just before they commence to scab are where the 
parasites are located. As soon as the scabs form they are 
gone. In talking the matter over with Sir John M’Fadyean, 
he considers that a large proportion of this mange is 
psoroptic and very difficult to detect. Serum of blood will 
make them move, otherwise they may be mistaken for 
broken epidermis. 

This form of mange is about the easiest to get rid of as 
the parasites do not burrow deeply and are to a large ex- 
tent shed off with the new hair. An unhealthy condition 
of the body and continua! rubbing give them a start, other- 
wise I question whether they can gain much entrance. 

Gero. Upton, M.R.C.V.S. 


MOTOR TAX. 
Sir, 


With regard to the above, I, like Mr. Saunders, wrote the 
Members of the Division in which I live, and received from 
him a very encouraging reply. On Monday last Mr. 
Robartes, M.P., addressed his delegates, and in his speech 
expressed his views as follows : 

‘*He had constantly advocated a tax on motor cars, and 
he was glad to see that incessant cry for the taxation of 
motor cars was at last to be realised. It was also proposed 
to put a 3d. tax per gallon on petrol. He welcomed certain 
abatements. He was glad to see that vehicles which were 
used for agricultural or business purposes would receive a 
rebate ; also that the same thing was to apply to medical 
practitioners. He hoped when this question came into 
Committee to move an amendment which would also include 
veterinary surgeons in the provision of the rebatement. It 
was fair and just that they asa class should be treated in 
the same way as medical practitioners He more particu- 
larly approved of the tax use the proceeds were going 
to the upkeep, maintenance, and improve:nent the 
roads."’ 


So that it seems to me that if all V.S. who use motors 
write their respective Members there would be little doubt 
but what we should get our cars on the same terms as the 


doctors. 
F. L. Cuones. 
St. Austell, June 1. 


| 
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Sir, 


Human beings are notoriously prone to recognise their 
own peculiar characteristics, whether good or evil, in other 
human beings. I am therefore not atall surprised that Mr. 
Dollar suggests that the ‘‘some half-dozen anonymous 
letters ’’ in your issue of May 22nd—there were four 
anonymous out of seven by the way—were all written under 
the influence of one presiding spirit. Such a state of 
things may, or may not, prevail in Mr. Dollar’s own party 
—Mr. Dollar knows best—but it is far from being the case 
amongst the supporters of the Bill. I, at least, wrote and 
sent my single letter off my own bat, and at this moment I 
neither know nor care who the other anonymous writers 
were who assailed Mr. Dollar and his Committee. And as 
Mr. Dollar has honoured me so far as to single me out for 
special mention, I feel encouraged to persevere in the capa- 
city of a free lance ; and, in the first place, I must warmly 
thank him for the highest compliment which a controver- 
sialist of his type could possibly pay to an opponent I 
know he did not intend his references to me to be compli- 
mentary, but I take them as such—for what were they? 
A cheap wittisism anent my nom de plume—some vague 
assertion that I either intended to mislead the profession, 
or was the agent of someone else who did—and then Mr. 
Dollar proceeded te evade every word [had said. I believe 
he succeeded in evading everything that the other corres- 
pondents said also, but that is not my affair. 

At present I will not enter iato Mr. Dollar's recital of his 
time-worn complains against the Council. That. and our 

ition with regard to the Highland and Agricultural 

iety, may be dealt with in a week or two. 

My present concern is with that brilliant proposal to 
increase the examinstion fees and tax new members, re- 
garding which I wrote a fortnight ago. I wrote then to 
comment upon the birth and prospects of the infant scheme ; 
I write now to enquire as to its health and well-being. 
other words, is it really a serious proposal? If it is, has not 
Mr. Dollar a word to say on its behalf? It went forth to 
the electors endorsed with his name, along with those of 
his colleagues on the Committee. Nota word of explana- 
tion or recommendation accompanied it—only the large 
type in which it was set showed that it was designed to 
catch the eye of the class of voter to whom it was capable of 
appealing. If Mr. Dollar will not champion it, I shall be 
forced to conclude that its parents are ashamed of it, and 
intend to let it drop and die quietly —now that it has served 
its purpose as a bait for voters. 

Seriously, after having so often upbraided the Council 
for their supposed failure to ‘‘ consult the profession ’’ Mr. 
Dollar cannot possibly withhold further details of his own 
or his party’s attractive alternative scheme, or refuse argu- 
ments in support of it. I await both with great interest. 
Meanwhile, I propose to make a little digression in lighter 
vein. I want to dosomething tojustify Mr. Dollar’s opinion 
of me as a misleader of humanity, or perhaps I should 
rather say his opinion of my letter as inspired by an infernal 
agency. Therefore I advance a suggestion which, if it were 
taken seriously, really might mislead the veterinary section 
of humanity very grievously indeed. 

I suggest that all the errors of the Council, all the bungles 
they have perpetrated, and all the inquities they have at- 
tempted, arise solely from the fast that for three years past, 
at their Committee meetings (where we all know that the 
real work of the Council is done), they have lacked the 
guiding hand of Mr. Doller. The general opinion of the 
profession may dispute my inference, even if Mr. Dollar’s 
well-known natural modesty does not prompt him to do so, 
but no one can dispute the facts upon which the inference 
is based. Mr. Dollar was last re-elected to the Council in 
June, 1906. Three annual official returns of the Committee 
attendances have since been issued the last only a few 
days ago. These are before me as I write, and I append 
Mr. Dollar's record of Committee work for the whole three 

ears. I preface it with the records of several other mem- 

rs of Council during the same period, merely to show how 
the poor incompetent wretches toil and struggle and spend 
their time and money in making long journeys over 


IN REPLY TO MR. DOLLAR. 


In|8 


and sea—how very sad it is to think that the one man who 
could help them and will not practises within a few minutes 


journey of Red Lion Square! 
F. W. J. F. Smupson. 

Committee Attend- Committee Attend- 

Year. mee! ances. Year. meetings. ances. 
1906-7 23 18 1906-7 41 87 
1907-8 21 20 1907-8 81 25 
1908-9 17 17 1908-9 30 24 
Total 61 55 Total 102 86 
Prof. A. E. Merram. J. A. W. 
1906-7 19 13 1906-7 22 1 
1907-8 22 20 1907-8 6 0 
1908-9 25 18 1908-9 12 1 
Total 66 51 Total 40 2 


Now we all know Mr. Dollar's opinion of the morals and 
intelligence of his fellow Councilmen—we have heard it ad 
nauseam. How can he excuse himself for persistently and 
consciously leaving them bereft of the counsel and admoni- 
tion which he alone could give? I await his excuses, if he 
can advance any, and now I conclude in no spirit of deri- 
sion, but very seriously. When these lines appear in print, 
the election will be over, and Mr. Dollar’s last year of 
office on the Council will have begun. What has he to 
show us for the three years that have preceded it, what 
has he to promise us for the next twelve months, and for a 
further term of office, if he has the courage to ask for one ? 
—Yours faithfully, 

MEPHISTOPHELES. 


VETERINARY ASSISTANTS AND THE BILL. 


ir, 
Should be pleased if you will insert 2 few words in your 
paper regarding my ideas of the new Bill. 

1 myself sm a qualified assistant, and like many another 
have spent my all on qualifying. ‘There is nothing in the 
new Bill as far as I can see to stop the employment of un- 
qualified assistants. 

The remuneration offered for services now is low 
enough in all conscience. In fact many grooms are better 
paid. In one instance the advertiser offered £3 per month 
and rooms found (which meant living with the groom). 

I consider it is preposterous expecting such as myself to 
pay £1 1s. per year and noreturn. The game is not worth 
the candle. An unqualified assistant has no expenses and 
just the same advantages. 

What advantages are auch as myself getting for the 
time, money and trouble taken in qualifying ? None, only 
having to pay £1 1s. to call oneself a veterinary surgeon, 
which title was given without any suggestion of such taxa- 
tion when I qualified. 

If the Bill was going to protect me I would gladly pay my 
hard-earned £1 1s. But as it stauds I think that all in the 
position of myself should oppose it.—Yours truly, 

A Quauiriep Assistant. 


Communications AND Papers Recervep.—Messrs. F. L. 
Clunes, H. Thompson, G. Upton. 

Report of Proceedings of the Pan-African Veterinary 
Congress. 

The Principies and Practice of Stock Feeding, including our 
available stock foods, by W. H. Dalrymple, M.R.C.V.S. 
Louisiana Bulletin No, 115, State University, Baton Rouge. 
Sussex Daily News, Eastern Evening News, The Worcestershire 
Advertiser. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side of ‘the i ong only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarilyfor publication. 


Communications for the Editors to be addressed 20 Fulham 


land | Road, 8.W. 
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